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FRO N T C OV E R: • The Transamerica Pyramid 

and the Golden Gate Bridge are icons of San Francisco.

BAC K C OV E R: • A row of Victorian houses known as the painted ladies 

faces Alamo Square Park, which tops a hill overlooking much of San Francisco.

OO A cable car tops Hyde Street hill, with Alcatraz Island in the background.

O The Golden Gate Bridge, where San Francisco Bay meets the Pacific Ocean,

opened in 1937 to connect San Francisco and Marin County.

P A tulip garden embellishes Golden Gate Park.
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O A Japanese tea garden offers peace in Golden Gate Park.

M A family enjoys an outing on Stow Lake. The lake is a destination 

of its own within Golden Gate Park. Boat rentals are available to take visitors 

out to Strawberry Hill, an island in the lake. A rustic bridge, accessible 

to walkers and bikers, also connects the mainland to the island.



O Alamo Square Park, comprising some six 

city blocks, is lined by Victorian-style mansions.

M A young Vietnamese-American boy studies 

calligraphy with a master of the art.
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M A bubble demonstration attracts 

onlookers at San Francisco’s Exploratorium, an 

interactive museum of science, art, and human perception.

P The San Francisco Art Institute was founded in 1871.

PP San Francisco’s skyline features the Transamerica 

Pyramid (left) at 853 feet and 555 California Street 

(right) at 779 feet, the city’s tallest buildings.





O Pacific Heights, an affluent San Francisco neighborhood,

offers panoramic views of the Bay, the Golden Gate Bridge, and Alcatraz.

M A container vessel passes the Marina, an upscale lodging 

for luxury yachts and people near Fort Mason.
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M Ferries have plied the waters of the San 

Francisco Bay for more than 150 years, providing necessary 

transportation for commuters as well as pleasure tours for visitors.

P An oil tanker leaves the Bay for ports unknown. The Bay is 

a natural harbor that connects to destinations along 

the West Coast as well as ports worldwide.
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O Flamingos are just one of the approximately 

250 species that are housed at the San Francisco Zoo.

M Dolores Park, in the Mission Dolores neighborhood, offers 

picnic areas, tennis courts, a basketball court, a children’s 

playground—and free concerts from time to time.
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M This cast of The Thinker, by Auguste Rodin, occupies a 

prominent place in the courtyard of the California Palace of the 

Legion of Honor. It was purchased for the museum by Alma Spreckels,

known as the great-grandmother of San Francisco. The museum houses 

more than eighty-seven thousand works of art of various types,

some as much as four thousand years old.

20

M The Palace of the Legion of Honor was 

designed as a three-quarters imitation (not an 

exact copy) of the Palais de la Légion d’Honneur 

in Paris. It was built to honor the thirty-six hundred 

California soldiers who died during World War I.
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M Grace Cathedral was actually founded in 1849 during the gold rush.

The third church was destroyed in the fire following the 1906 earthquake.

Work began on the present cathedral in 1928 and was completed in 1964.

P The Westfield San Francisco Centre, an upscale shopping mall, first opened 

in 1988. The mall features the first spiral escalators in the United States.

PP The Ferry Plaza Farmers Market, open Tuesdays and Saturdays in 

front of the Ferry Building, began as a one-time event in 1992.
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O The entrance to Chinatown is 

marked by lions under a distinctly Chinese arch.

M Chinese lanterns brighten historic Chinatown, established 

in the 1850s. Though today several neighborhoods sport Chinese 

architecture, food, and atmosphere, more people still visit 

historic Chinatown than the Golden Gate Bridge.
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M California Street exemplifies the 

steep hills so prevalent in San Francisco.

P A rainbow over the city points to the “pot of gold”

that has eluded so many, including most of those 

who came to the area in the gold rush days.
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O A rock concert at Candlestick Park 

draws quite an audience of excited listeners.

M Named in honor of Major Dana Crissy, Crissy Field was 

approved in 1921 as the military’s first Air Coast Defense Station on 

the Pacific Coast. Now deactivated as an airport, Crissy Field 

is a place for walking and enjoying views of the ocean.
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M Opened in 1915, San Francisco’s present City Hall 

replaced an earlier City Hall that was destroyed by the 1906 earthquake.

P The Korean community’s annual cultural picnic in Golden Gate 

Park includes performances by dancers and musicians.
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O The 210-foot-tall Coit Tower was built as a 

monument to the San Francisco firemen who fought 

so valiantly at the time of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake.

M From the Haight District, the skyline of the 

city basks in a golden glow.
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O A sidewalk produce market 

at Civic Center attracts customers.

M Pier 19 entertainment—including a 

clown—always draws visitors.
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M The California Academy of Sciences 

features a “living” roof, complete with greenhouses and plantings.

P San Francisco’s Financial District is home to many of the city’s tallest buildings.

Montgomery Street in the downtown area is nicknamed “the Wall Street of the West.”

PP The historic Embarcadero, once part of the harbor and the place to “embark,”

now encompasses upscale hotels, boutiques, restaurants, and shops.
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O The Embarcadero Center, home to great 

shopping, dining, and entertainment, encompasses 

five blocks in the heart of San Francisco’s commercial district.

M Colorful trolley cars and buses crisscross 

the Embarcadero District.
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O Fog—which threatens to swallow up the 

Golden Gate Bridge—backdrops the Palace of Fine Arts.

M A detail of one of the pillars of the Palace of Fine Arts depicts 

the care that went into creating this beautiful building for 

the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition.



M The Haight District became famous for the 

hippie culture of the 1960s that once defined it.

P Lombard Street, San Francisco’s—and America’s—

“crookedest street,” with switchbacks lined with 

curving hedges, is situated on a steep hillside.

46



49

O Transamerica Pyramid, completed in 1972,

houses some fifty firms, including the Transamerica 

Corporation, an investment and insurance company. The 

historic Sentinel Building, the “flatiron”-style building next to the 

Pyramid, is home to Francis Ford Coppola’s American Zoetrope studio.

M An aerial view of the Transamerica Building clearly shows 

the pyramid shape, designed to withstand earthquakes.
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M Double backflips and jumping over hurdles are almost 

routine for the trick bikes at the X Games, held in different locations 

each year. They took place in San Francisco in 2000, near the Embarcadero.

P Near Pier 39, the Embarcadero is filled with shoppers and tourists.

PP Since its founding in 1984, the Contemporary Jewish Museum 

has explored contemporary perspectives on Jewish 

culture, history, art, and ideas.
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O A streetcar makes a stop to pick up passengers on Market Street.

M BART stands for Bay Area Rapid Transit. The California State Legislature 

created the twenty-six-member San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit Commission

in 1951, but construction did not actually began on the BART system 

until 1964. The first passengers got onboard in 1972.



O The Chinese New Year’s Parade is one of only 

a handful of illuminated parades in the United States.

M Costumed marchers join floats as part of the 

Chinese New Year’s Parade.
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O A local transport MUNI 

train stops at the Embarcadero.

M The Main Library is the resource center for the 

city’s library system as well as for all of northern California.

PP It doesn’t get better than this: fishing off the dock at Fort 

Mason, with a sailboat catching the breeze in the Bay.
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O Before the Golden Gate and Bay bridges were constructed and 

opened to traffic, the Hyde Street Pier was the principal docking area 

for those crossing the Bay. Now part of the San Francisco Maritime National 

Historical Park, the pier features fun activities for old and young alike.

M Mission Dolores Church, the oldest building in San Francisco,

was founded as Misión San Francisco de Asís in June 

1776 by Father Junípero Serra.
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M The Louise M. Davies Symphony Hall 

opened in 1980 at a cost of twenty-eight million 

dollars. Louise Davies gave five million of those dollars to provide 

a permanent home for the San Francisco Symphony.

M Union Square was set aside as a 

park in 1850 and named as a tribute to 

the frequent demonstrations in support of the Union 

Army. The park underwent a major renovation 

and restoration in 2002.
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M A sailing ship visits San Francisco Bay.

P TO P TO B OT TO M: • City Hall, built to replace an 

earlier building destroyed in the 1906 earthquake, opened in 1915.

• The City Hall Rotunda, which rises 307 feet above the surrounding 

area, includes four hundred thousand dollars’ worth of gold leaf in its design.

PP The Bay Bridge, a toll bridge connecting San Francisco and 

Oakland, carries some 280,000 vehicles each day.
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O Children rip down the slide at the 

children’s playground in Golden Gate Park.

M Juneteenth is a yearly festival, celebrating the 

freedom and culture of African-Americans through 

music, parades, performing arts, and other activities.

PP Windsurfers are backdropped by the Golden 

Gate Bridge, which is softened by fog.
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M With fishing boats docked alongside, Tarantino’s, at 

Fisherman’s Wharf, is a hot spot for those seeking seafood.

P The present-day Palace Hotel, opened in 1909, replaces the 

original ediface built in 1875 and destroyed in the 1906 earthquake.

PP San Francisco plays host to Fiesta Filipina, the 

biggest Filipino Festival in America.
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O The Golden Gate Bridge serves as a 

background for a music concert at the Ferry Terminal.

M Greens Restaurant at Fort Mason overlooks the harbor.

Fort Mason is situated between Fisherman’s Wharf and 

the Golden Gate Bridge on San Francisco Bay.
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M A golfer takes on the greens at Lincoln Park,

an eighteen-hole course that has been offering exercise and 

fun to San Franciscans for some seventy-five years.

M The skyline from the 

Haight District appears ghostlike 

through the fog.
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M Fun with color is just one of the

many hands-on exhibits at the Exploratorium.

P Treasure Island, a man-made island, was created 

in 1936–39 for the Golden Gate International Exposition.

PP For 218 years the Presidio served as an army post for the 

soldiers of three nations—Spain, Mexico, and the United States. In 1994,

it became a part of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area.
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O Ocean Beach, along San Francisco’s west coast,

is part of the Golden Gate National Recreational Area.

M Beachgoers enjoy the view of crashing waves in the 

small cove at McClures Beach at Point Reyes.
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M Among the features at Yerba Buena are the 

Moscone Convention Center, the Metreon (a Sony 

entertainment center), and the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts.

Situated on the rooftop are activities ranging from year-round ice-skating 

and bowling to a playground and an interactive museum.
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M The Yerba Buena Gardens, San Francisco’s 

“front yard,” encompass five and one-half acres of natural 

beauty, complemented by sculptures and waterfalls.
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M A martial art student shows his moves at the Asian Heritage Street 

Fair, held in San Francisco’s Japantown on the third Saturday of May each year.

P Baker Beach offers a magnificent view of the Golden Gate Bridge.

PP The Bay Bridge, officially known as the San Francisco–

Oakland Bay Bridge, opened for traffice in 1936. Its 

spans rest in the middle of Yerba Buena Island.
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O North Beach—sometimes known 

as San Francisco’s Little Italy—is a popular 

neighborhood rich with arts, crafts, music, and restaurants.

M A military installation until the 1960s, today Fort Mason features parks,

gardens, and the Fort Mason Center, which hosts thousands of

events, fairs, exhibits, and performances each year.
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M A beautiful Japanese Tea Garden graces Golden Gate Park.

P CLO C K W I S E F RO M TO P L E F T: Japantown offers much to see:

• A Japanese American dancer performing classical Japanese dance;

• A young girl exhibiting quintessential Japanese dress; and

• Sumo wrestlers competing in a traditional match.
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O The Old St. Mary’s Cathedral, dedicated in 1854,

survived the earthquake of 1906 only to be gutted by the fire that 

roared through the city. The renovated church was dedicated in 1909.

M Once called home by the Ohlone Indians, Lake Merced has survived the ages 

to become a jewel within the city, a place for boating and fishing.

PP San Francisco International Airport is one of

the thirty busiest airports in the world.
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M AT&T Park is home to the San Francisco Giants. An unusual 

feature of the ballpark is that all seats face the baseball diamond.

P Opened in 1935, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art is the only 

West Coast museum limited to art of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.

PP A Coast Guard vessel, motorboats, small sailing boats, and tall 

ships—the Bay sees all kinds of recreational vessels.
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O Important not only as a botanical greenhouse,

the Conservatory of Flowers is also important historically.

Constructed in 1878, it is the oldest building in Golden Gate Park.

M The first Cliff House, built in 1863, was destroyed by fire in 1894. In 1907,

the second also succumbed to fire. The present Cliff House was constructed in 1909 

and is now preserved as part of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area.

PP The de Young Museum is the city’s largest public arts institution.
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M The #9 Fishermen’s Grotto, which has been in operation 

since 1935, was the first sit-down restaurant on Fisherman’s Wharf.

P Columbus Avenue, in the northern part of Chinatown, bustles with traffic at night.

PP The Transamerica Pyramid and the Golden Gate Bridge form an interesting 

collage. The pyramid is the kingpin of the Transamerica Center, a complex that 

includes Two Transamerica Center and Transamerica Redwood Park.
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